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Greece than they have ever been in my lifetime." He
added that he hoped that Greece would one day open her
Parliament again, because politics saved one from the
boredom of day-to-day life. But the majority of Greeks
are not of my friend's opinion. Veniselos was far more
ruthless than Metaxas. Most Greeks would agree with
Mussolini (if they did not detest him, as they do) that
"democracy is a kingless regime infested by many
kings."

'* We shall never go back to the parliamentary system/'
General Metaxas told me. He is a sturdy, broad-
shouldered man of sixty-seven, with a quiet, convincing
manner, "A system like that of Portugal may be the
best for us, but it is too soon to say. We have only been
two years in office, and we are too busy correcting the
mistakes of the past to prophesy about the future. We
keep an open mind, and are in close touch with the
people."

"But how?" I asked. (Stupidly, when I come to think
of it. The Americans have evolved elaborate methods of
sounding the public mind, for commercial as well as
political purposes. Expert investigators can state with
considerable accuracy what Fifth Avenue or Main Street
is thinking, or Boston or Oshkosh. Nowadays there
need be no mystery about the mind of the public. As
Oscar Wilde said of Woman, it is " a Sphinx without a
secret/7)

General Metaxas smiled, and did not answer my ques-
tion directly. He rose and opened the window. A fan
was already livening the air.

" Our Government is popular/7 he said, " otherwise it
would not exist. The Greek people could never be held
by force. Facts have shown them that they are better
off now than they used to be. We gave jobs immediately
to all our 2,870 workless veterans. Last year we were